
 

 

5th Grade 
Language Arts 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   

AKS/Objective:  determine the meaning of academic and domain specific words and phrases in a text 

relevant to grade 5 topic/subject area 

 Use context clues to determine the meaning of words 

 Use prefixes, suffixes, root words, and base words to determine the meaning of words 

 

 

This means… 

I can determine the meaning of words from text.  

I can use academic language to talk about a 

subject or topic after reading. 

This looks like… 

The student can read and stop when a meaning of a 

word or phrase is not known to figure out what the 

author is trying to say. 

The student can figure out the meaning of academic 

words by substituting another similar word and reread 

to check that it makes sense. 

Activity Title: Context Clues/Background Knowledge  

Materials needed: 

● Know your child’s reading level.  

● Non-fiction book or informational article 

● Online books:  

● https://www.getepic.com/sign-in (You must create an account.) 

● https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/   (public library use library card and pin) 

● Post-it notes or index cards or small pieces of paper 

 

● Writing tool - marker, highlighter, pen or pencil 

 

 

 

Directions:  

1. Before reading, talk with your child and say that today you will be going over what to do when 

you come to an unfamiliar word while reading. 

2. Use this anchor chart to help:  
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3. Have your child begin reading the text. 

4. Have your child stop when he/she comes to an unknown word. 

5. If there is a picture, have your child check it and ask “what might it mean?”  

6. If there is no picture, reread what comes before. “Does that help?” 

7. Skip the word and read to the end of the sentence.  

8. Ask: “What do I know about what I’ve read in this sentence, part, or paragraph? 

9. Ask: “What is a substitute for this word or phrase to show what I think it means? When I try it 

out, does that make sense with what I read?” 

10. Do you recognize any word parts? Prefixes? Suffixes? Root or base words? 

11. Look for examples or restatements that explain the word.  

12.  Reread the text to remember what the text is teaching them. Does this help? 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● Try another book. 

● Look for text features: maps, charts, pictures, glossary, diagrams, etc. 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  



Language 

Arts  5th Grade 

  

 
● Find the definition of the word. Read the sentence again to see which definition to use. 

● Consider why the author chose this word and try to explain it in your own words. 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

● Select another book and repeat. 

● Allow your child to practice asking you the same questions for words that they choose. 

 

 

Suggestion for all: Have your child create a vocabulary list of all of the new words learned. Ask your 

child to explore the word more: 

1. Write the definition of the word. Visit www.dictionary.com if needed. 

2. Use the word in a new sentence. 

3. Draw a picture of the word. 

4. Write a synonym for the word.  Write an antonym for the word. (Synonyms are similar words; 

antonyms are opposite words.) 

5. Ask your child about the word at other times. How does the word make people feel? Why would 

someone use this word? 

 

Suggested sites for building vocabulary: 

 

Epic 

Edulastic 

Read Theory 

Moby Max 

National Geographic For Kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.getepic.com/
https://edulastic.com/
https://readtheory.org/

